Big Bend Boating and Hiking Company, LLC
Release of Liability, Waiver of Claims, Acknowledgement and Assumption of Risks, Participant Agreement and Indemnity Agreement
Please read and be certain that you understand the implications of signing this document.  I, the participant, understand that during my voluntary participation in this Big Bend Boating and Hiking Company, LLC activities, I may be exposed to numerous inherent risks and dangers, foreseen or unforeseen.  The Big Bend Boating and Hiking Company, LLC, includes but is not limited to its employees, owners, agents, leaders, guides, officers, representatives, directors, independent contractors, and volunteers.
These inherent risks and dangers include, but are not limited to: 1) the risk of serious personal injury from the activities and equipment utilized is significant including the potential for injury, illness, permanent disability, and death 2) all “acts of nature” and natural causes, including but not limited to rock fall, inclement weather, thunder and lightning, severe wind, flash flooding, extreme temperatures, and other weather conditions 3) heat or cold weather related injuries and illness; fatigue, chill, and/or dizziness which may diminish my/our reaction time and increase the risk of accidents; poor or ill fitting clothing for weather conditions and environment 4) risks associated with physical exertion, dehydration, my/our sense of balance, physical coordination, and ability to follow instructions 5) risks associated with falling; crossing, climbing, or down climbing of trails, rocks, snow, or ice which may result in injury, disability, or death 6) risks associated with river trips and encounters to include but not limited to: crossings and fording, unstable and slippery banks, physical exertion, river trips with changing weather and/ or water conditions, changing and unpredictable currents, flash flooding, hidden underwater obstacles, submersion in cold water, hypothermia, and drowning; colliding, capsizing, and overturning kayaks, canoes, rafts, or other types of boats; collision with and/ or entrapment with other participants, equipment, rocks and trees, and any other man made or natural obstacles; possibility that I/we could be jolted, jarred, thrown to and fro possibly resulting in trauma and injury 7) attack by or encounter with insects, reptiles, and/or animals some of which are dangerous and/ or poisonous; unstable and rough terrain with dangerous and/ or poisonous plants 8)  risks associated with wilderness travel, hiking, river trips, and/ or camping could include but not limited to:  getting lost, prolonged exposure to hot or cold temperatures, lack of food or water, food poisoning, allergic reactions, water requiring purification before use, failure of tents and/ or shelters, burns from camp fires and/ or cooking equipment, falling trees, and forest fires 9) risks of travel in city, urban, or remote areas by motor vehicle, watercraft, foot, or animal resulting in injuries caused by the travel means itself or another vehicle of travel to include but not limited to loss of control, collisions, or roll overs of the vehicle which could be related to, but not limited to rough terrain, animals wild or domesticated, man- made or natural obstacles 10) risks of travelling into Mexico and along the border of foreign countries 11) alcohol, drugs, or medication consumption that could impair my/our abilities 12) participants may have free or unsupervised time 13) potential equipment or vehicle failure, defect, and/ or malfunction of my own or others’, which equipment may have been borrowed, rented, or personally owned 14) accidents, illness, or injuries occurring in remote areas where there are no medical facilities and there no rapid evacuations; realizing there may be inadequate medical supplies and inadequate medical attention or expertise to deal with the injuries, and inadequate rescue operations 15) inadequate and lack of skills and/or expertise, and/ or my own negligence 16) risks from the activities may include property damage, emotional damage, mental distress, disease,trauma,  and death. COVID-19: I expressly acknowledge that naturally occurring disease processes, virus such as but not limited to COVID -19, and/ or bacterial infections occur in all environments in which this activity will take place.  16) Risks to include but not limited to slippery floors; broken, cracked, or uneven pavement; elevated areas, uneven ground,  pits or holes without warning signs or other protections; slippery mud; encountered  by entering the property known as Big Bend Boating and Hiking Company, LLC located in Brewster County as to the condition of roads, parking lots, buildings, and other improvements located thereon and as to the  safety of any activities occurring on the property.  17) Risks associated with travel along the interstate and other roads. I acknowledge that it is my responsibility to safeguard myself and others.
Acknowledgment and Assumptions of Risk and Dangers, and Participant Agreement:  I, the participant, affirm and acknowledge that I understand the inherent hazards and risks associated with hiking, boating, camping, horseback riding, wilderness activities and travel, transportation, and equipment in the activities in which I am about to engage and accept full responsibility.  I understand that the description of these risks and dangers is not complete and that unknown and unanticipated risks may result in injury, illness, disability, or death.  I acknowledge the hazards of travel and wilderness activities which can occur by natural causes, animals,  or activities of other persons, trip members, and third parties; either as a result of negligence or because of other reasons.  I understand that I may have to exercise extra care for myself or for others around me.  I acknowledge that my participation is voluntary on my behalf and my participation may be at the discretion of the group leader.  I acknowledge that Big Bend Boating and Hiking Company, LLC are not medical professionals and I must seek medical advice from medical professionals about my ability to participate in such activities.  I acknowledge and assume all risks and dangers associated with participation, and I agree to be responsible for my own welfare and if applicable my minor’s welfare.  I agree that Big Bend Boating and Hiking Company, LLC is authorized to administer or seek medical care for me as well as to share necessary medical information.  I expressly agree to pay the costs incurred with medical attention and treatment including transportation undertaken on my behalf.
INITIAL:_____________I acknowledge that I do not have any known or preexisting medical  and/ or physical conditions that will prohibit my/ minor’s  participation in these activities.   I certify that I am fully capable of participating in this activity. Therefore, I assume and accept full responsibility for myself, including all minor children in my care, custody, and control, for bodily injury, death, or loss of personal property and expenses as a result of those inherent risks and dangers identified herein and those inherent risks and dangers not specifically identified, and as a result of my negligence in participating in this activity. 
Release of Liability, Waiver of Claims, and Indemnity Agreement:  To the fullest extent allowed by law, by executing this document,  I agree to waive, discharge claims, covenant not to sue, and release from any and all liability the Big Bend Boating and Hiking Company, LLC, its employees, owners, agents, leaders, guides, officers, representatives,  directors, independent contractors, and volunteers (herein the afore mentioned  referred to releasees) from any and all liability to include but not limited to, on account of, or in any way  resulting from any and all injury, disability, death, or loss or damage to person or property, even if caused by active or passive negligence or otherwise by the releasees.   I release the releasees from liability and responsibility that I, my estate, survivors, heirs, executors, next of kin, or assigns may have for property damage, personal injury, or wrongful death arising from the above activities whether caused by active or passive negligence of the releasees or otherwise.  While in Big Bend  National Park  and Guadalupe Mountains National Park this paragraph of the release of liability, waiver of claims, and indemnity agreement is unenforceable and does not apply , however it is instituted in all other areas that this tour may go. 
I further agree to indemnify and hold harmless the releasees from any claims, injuries, damages, or losses caused by my own negligence while a participant in these activities.
I hereby grant Big Bend Boating and Hiking Company, LLC permission to use my likeness in a photograph, video, or other digital media (“photo”) in any and all of its publications, including web-based publications, without payment or other consideration. If I choose to forgo this permission, I will notify Big Bend Boating and Hiking Company via a written email or letter on or before the trip begins.
This Agreement is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by law.  If any provision or any part of any provision of this Agreement is held to be invalid or legally unenforceable for any reason, the remainder of this Agreement shall not be affected thereby and shall remain valid and fully enforceable.  This contract is governed by the laws of the state of Texas.  The State District Court in Brewster County, Texas shall be the venue to settle any disputes that may arise out of this Agreement.  
I have read and understand this Release of Liability, Waiver of Claims, Acknowledgement and Assumption of Risks, Participant Agreement and Indemnity Agreement, and I fully understand its terms and understand that I have given up legal rights by signing it, and I sign it freely and voluntarily without inducement. I voluntarily assume all risks and I agree to participate in these activities. I have  accepted the terms and conditions stated herein and acknowledge that this agreement shall be effective and binding upon me, my heirs, assigns, personal representative, and estate and for all members of my family, including minor children. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Printed Name                                     Signature                            Date of Birth                           Date
Parents or Guardians of Minors:  I hereby agree and consent to the foregoing Agreement on behalf of the minor below.  I give my permission for the minor to participate in the activities of this trip.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                        Name and Date of Birth of Minor                             Signatures of Parents or Guardians               Date
